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in which habit he has been most persevering, reconducts
him to the hesitation of experience, and to that super-
abundant circumspection which his great diffidence of
mankind, and his foible, I mean his dread of losing his
reputation, incessantly inspire. He made a circumstantial
display of the delicacy with which the petty glory, or,
to speak plainly, said he, the vainglory of the King must
be managed.

Taking up the conversation at the point where we had
left it, he assured me that, with respect to Welner, I
was deceived; that he was one of the persons in Berlin
on whom he depended, and who rather wished to see
him in power than any other; that I might easily speak
with him at the house of Moulines (his Resident, an
artful man, but too ostensibly artful, ready to serve that
he may better perform his office of spy, but proffering
his services with too much facility; appointed to take
part in the education of the Prince of Prussia, but,
hitherto, without any title; a deserter from Prince
Henry, since it has become pretty evident the Prince will
never be in power; inclined to serve France, in general,
and, indeed too visibly, for he is styled the Privy Coun-
selor of Comte d'Esterno, but, in his heart, solely
attached to himself); that Welner goes there very often;
that he certainly would not speak openly, at first, but
that he would at length repeat to the King whatever I
should say.

The Duke often reiterated that he thought it useless
and dangerous for him to be named, and, in fine, although
with difficulty, and, as I may say, against his inclination,
he gave me the true reason. In a fortnight, he was to
be at Berlin, or, perhaps, sooner, for (take particular
notice of what follows) IT APPEARS THAT THE HOPE
AFFORDED BY SIR JAMES HARRIS (the English Ambassador
at The Hague) OF A POWERFUL AND EFFICACIOUS SUCCOR,

SHOULD THE KlNG OF PRUSSIA RESOLVE, WITH AN ARMED
FORCE, TO CREATE HIMSELF UMPIRE OF THE AFFAIRS OF

HOLLAND, HAS INSPIRED THE KING WITH A WISH TO CONFER
WITH HIS SERVANTS. I literally repeat the words the
Duke pronounced, who fixed his eyes upon me, but whom
I defy not only to have observed the least trait of emo- and owned,
